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London Prepares series
16 May Test event set-up begins
1 July Athletes and horses arrive  
2 July Officials arrive
4 July Equestrian – Dressage
5 July  Equestrian – Cross Country, Paralympic Dressage
6 July Equestrian – Jumping
9 July Modern Pentathlon – Men
10 July Modern Pentathlon – Women
11 July  Athletes, horses and officials depart 
11 July  Removal of temporary structures and facilities starts  

2012

Olympic and Paralympic Games
April Work begins on the installation of temporary facilities and structures  
 on Circus Field and directly to the south of the Queen’s House
6 July Most of the Park closes to the public, but the    
 Playground and much of the Flower Garden remain open
27 July – 12 August London 2012 Olympic Games
28 – 31 July Equestrian – Eventing
30 July Equestrian – Cross Country 
1 August Cross Country jumps start to be taken down and removed
2 – 9 August Equestrian – Dressage
3 August  Sections of the east of the Park start to reopen
4 – 8 August Equestrian –  Jumping
5 August Pedestrian through routes re-open 
11 August Modern Pentathlon – Men
12 August Modern Pentathlon – Women
29 August – 9 September  London 2012 Paralympic Games
30 August – 4 September Paralympic Equestrian events
September – October  All structures in the Park removed
November Restoration work commences to ensure that the Park is returned to   
 its original condition

Please note dates are subject to change.
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The London Prepares series 
of test events will enable the 
London 2012 Organising 
Committee (LOCOG) to test 
operational plans ahead of the 
Games in 2012.

In the summer of 2012, 
Greenwich Park will play host 
to some of the world’s leading 
athletes when it serves as a  
venue for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.

In preparation for the Games in 
2012, Greenwich Park will  
host test event competitions 
in July this year. These events 
will comprise international 
competitions in Equestrian and 
Modern Pentathlon and will be 
held on the following dates:

Monday 4 – Wednesday 6 July: 
Greenwich Park Eventing 
International

Saturday 9 – Sunday 10 July: 
Modern Pentathlon World 
Cup Final

Before the test events take place, 
we will be undertaking some 
preparatory works and installing 
some temporary structures and 
facilities in the Park.  

We are working closely with The 
Royal Parks, local businesses, 
societies, environmental and 
archaeological experts to protect 
the Park. We promise to restore the 
Park to the condition in which we 
receive it after the Games in 2012. 

Greenwich Council has 
established an Advisory Group of 
statutory consultees –- The Royal 
Parks, Natural England, English 
Heritage and Sport England – 
who monitor our plans in order 
to protect the Park. All of these 
works have been approved by 
the local planning authority 
following agreement with the 
Advisory Group.

In preparation for these events, 
a number of mitigation measures 
will be taken forward with the 
agreement of the Advisory Group 
and under the supervision of The 
Royal Parks. These measures will 
ensure that the trees and other 
important features in the Park  
are protected. 

We will keep any disruption to a 
minimum before, during and after 
these test events, and will protect 
you and the Park. 

Access to some parts of the Park 
will change during the installation 
and event period, as detailed on 
the next page.

London prepares



series
Prepares

London
Modern Pentathlon
The test event in Modern 
Pentathlon will be held on the 
weekend of 9 – 10 July 2011.

It will double as the final stage 
of the International Modern 
Pentathlon Union (UIPM) World 
Cup Final, and will include both 
men’s and women’s competitions. 
Seventy-two of the world’s leading 
modern pentathletes will take part.

Three of the five Modern 
Pentathlon disciplines will be 
contested in Greenwich Park. 

Riding will take place in the 
temporary arena installed for the 
Equestrian test event. It will be 
followed by the Combined Run/
Shoot event, which will decide 
the 2011 World Cup champions. 
This section will also take place in 
the arena – on a 1,000m course 
that will extend a short way into 
the Park. 

The Greenwich competition  
will be among the first to  
feature new Laser Shooting 
technology, which is now used  
in all elite competitions.
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Both Greenwich Park test events 
will be held in the same week – 
from Monday 4 July to Sunday 10 
July 2011. We have chosen these 
dates because they fall outside 
the main school holiday period, 
helping us to minimise disruption. 
The test events will also be on a 
smaller scale than the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games.

Equestrian
The Greenwich Park Eventing 
International will take place over 
three days from Monday 4 July to 
Wednesday 6 July 2011.

The competition will feature 
approximately 40 horse-and-rider 
combinations, including some of 
the world’s leading riders, who 
will compete in the three Eventing 
disciplines – Dressage, Cross 
Country and Jumping, as well as 
Paralympic Dressage. 

The Dressage and Jumping 
elements will be held in a 
temporary arena with seating for 
2,000 spectators. LOCOG  
has donated more than 4,500 
tickets to Greenwich Council for 
local residents.

The arena will be set up south 
of the Queen’s House – on the 
same site where the arena for the 
Games in 2012 will be located.

The Cross Country element on 
Tuesday 5 July will take place 
on a course limited to the east 
side of Greenwich Park. Up to 
5,000 spectators will be invited 
to enjoy the event, which will see 
the horses tested over a series of 
jumps set in open parkland. 
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Vehicles
The Avenue
Closed: 1 – 11 July. This is to 
protect the horses that will be in 
the Park at this time.

Parking along Great Cross Avenue
No parking: 1 June – 25 July

Parking along Blackheath Avenue
Limited availability: 1 – 11 July 

Bicycles
The Avenue and Blackheath 
Avenue 
Open

Vanbrugh Gate to Blackheath 
Avenue 
Closed: 1 – 5 July

Pedestrian access
All of the Park to the west of The 
Avenue and Blackheath Avenue, 
including The Royal Observatory  
Open  

St Mary’s Gate, Blackheath Gate, 
Creed Place Gate, Maze Hill House 
Gate and Park Row Gate  
Open

The Flower Garden  
Open

Great Cross Avenue (including 
routes from Blackheath Avenue 
to Maze Hill Gate and Vanbrugh 
Park Gate) 
Open: Until 30 June 
Closed: 1 – 5 July  
Reopen: 6 July 
Please note that from 20 June 
there will be construction vehicles 
moving along these routes. 

Herbaceous Border pathway 
(the path in front of the Queen’s 
House from Park Row Gate to St 
Mary’s Gate)
Open

Playground  
Open

Path from Creed Place Gate to 
Maze Hill House Gate 
Open

Lovers Walk and paths on the 
eastern side of The Avenue and 
Blackheath Avenue including One 
Tree Hill
Open: Until 20 June 
Closed: 21 June – 10 July  
Reopen:11 July

Please note dates are subject to change.
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With the exception of the restricted areas shown on this plan the remainder of the Park will be open as usual. Please note 
dates and plans are subject to change. Latest information at london2012.com/greenwichpark

Access to Greenwich Park in summer 2011
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We are committed to keeping 
Greenwich Park open for as long 
as possible before, during and 
after the test events in 2011 and 
the Games in 2012.

To protect you and the Park, we 
will need to restrict access to 
certain areas of the Park during 
the event set-up, competition  
and removal. 

Greenwich Park is a site of unique 
historical, environmental and 
archaeological significance and 
we recognise its importance to 
visitors and local residents. We 
have listened to feedback on our 
plans and adapted them where 
possible to reduce any potential 
impact of these events and to 
ensure the Park is protected and 
restored to the condition in which 
we receive it.  

No trees will be cut down to 
accommodate the Games. Some 
minor pruning is necessary 
for safety reasons and will be 
undertaken by The Royal Parks’ 
contractors.

We will start work to restore  
the Park shortly after the Games  
in 2012.

Our proposed mitigation 
measures, alongside the 
restoration, will ensure the Park 
recovers fully from the Games. 
These include appropriate 
root zone protection for trees; 
improvements to both acid and 
other grasslands; mulching of 
areas; aeration and irrigation of 
the soil; bird feeding; bird nesting 
provision; and ground protection. 

We will continue the habitat 
enhancement of existing acid 
grassland. The Park has a number 
of acid grassland areas, which 
are relatively rare features in the 
south-east. Over the years these 
areas have been degraded due to 
day-to-day park activities. 

A strategy to improve these acid 
grasslands through revised long-
term maintenance regimes has 
been planned with and will be 
carried out under the supervision 
of The Royal Parks in consultation 
with Natural England, the London 
Acid Grassland Habitat Action 
Plan Working Group and English 
Heritage. This strategy is already 
being taken forward. 
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People across the borough are 
already experiencing the positive 
benefits of Greenwich being 
selected as an Olympic and 
Paralympic venue. Businesses, 
schools and local residents are 
benefiting and the effects will 
continue to be felt well beyond 
the Games. 

Funding has been secured  
for the Playground to be 
significantly upgraded. 

More than 80 schools across  
the borough are signed up to  
the London 2012 Get Set 
education programme. 

1,756 borough residents signed 
up to volunteer during the Games 
and be considered for London 
2012 Games Maker roles.

The Greenwich Pier is also being 
upgraded and London 2012 has 
made a contribution of £300,000 
towards this.

Greenwich Council has so far 
earmarked £17.5 million to 
develop initiatives leaving long-
term benefits from the Games. The 
following are included within the 
initiatives that have a direct link to 
the Games:

–  Outdoor gyms and revitalised 
sports grounds and play areas 
are being created as part of 
Greenwich Council’s £4.8m 
Olympic Legacy project called 
‘Playground to Podium’, 
encouraging more people 
to get active and use parks  
in Greenwich for local 
community activities.

–  Greenwich Council has 
invested an extra £6.5m to 
upgrade sporting facilities 
at Thomas Tallis and Crown 
Woods schools. The schools 
will provide first class facilities 
and access to new sports for 
young people and the  
wider community.
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–  In partnership with GLL 

(Greenwich Leisure Limited), 
the Council will re-develop 
Charlton Lido to provide a 
heated 50-metre swimming 
pool for use all year round. 

–  A feasibility study has been 
carried out on the preferred 
site for an equestrian centre in 
the borough. The centre would 
provide a riding facility for  
the local community and a  
skills training centre where 
local people can gain work-
related skills.

–  This year will see, once 
again, all primary schools 
in the borough participate in 
Sportathon, a week-long  
event raising the importance 
of taking part in sport among 
young children.

–  GLLaB, Greenwich’s local 
labour scheme, has helped to 
support local businesses to bid 
for and win more than £16m of 
Olympic-related contracts.

–  So far more than 350 people 
from the borough have been 
trained as part of the London 
Development Agency/LOCOG 
pre-Games volunteering 
programme. Many more 
volunteers will be enrolled as 
we approach the Games. 

For full details  
Visit london2012.com/greenwichpark
Email greenwich.park@london2012.com 
Call us on 020 3 2012 119


