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ROOMS WITH VIEWS: computer 
graphics show how the 
InterContinental London The O2 
will  change the riverfront skyline

THE start of work on a new five star hotel marks another era in the 
development of Greenwich Peninsula. The £121million edifice 
and a 23-storey tower of luxury apartments is set to change the  
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It’s a peninsula paradise

SHEER LUXURY: above and right, computer generated images of the proposed area and living space

THE start of work on a 
new 452-bedroom hotel 
on Greenwich Peninsula 

is the latest piece in the 
regeneration jigsaw that will 
turn the massive 346-acre site 
into a thriving mix of homes, 
shops, businesses and visitor 
attractions.

The £121m ‘InterContinental 
London The O2’ hotel will be 19 
storeys high and have a 3,000 sq 
metre ballroom, the largest in 
Europe. The development will also 
include a 23-storey tower of 100 
serviced apartments. Hundreds of 
new construction jobs are set to 
be created over the two-year build, 
with more once work is finished.

There are plans to build more than 
10,000 new homes. Of these, 3,800 
will be tagged as ‘affordable, and 
will include student and special 
needs housing. There will also be 
new schools and health centres and 
48 acres of open space. 

Eventually the Peninsula – said to 
be the largest regeneration project 
in Europe --is expected to provide 
work for 25,000 people, mainly in 
commercial and retail jobs.

Already home to the iconic O2 
- now the world’s most popular 
entertainment venue, with capacity 
for 26,000 people - the riverside site 
is rapidly becoming an important  
part of London’s landscape.

It is the base for the Ravensbourne 
university college, where students 
can follow design and technology 
courses. It also attracts scores 
of companies to its business 
incubation programme which 
gives them access to facilities and 
support from students to help them 
take new services and products to 
market. They include software and 
gaming companies, architecture 
and fashion. 

Ravensbourne works closely with 
Greenwich Digital Skills (GDS), 
a joint initiative with the council 
to provide vocational training, 
enterprise courses and community 
learning in design and digital 
media for local residents and small 
businesses. 

Technology firm Cisco has 
signed a major deal with the 
council and Ravensbourne to 
set up an innovative digital hub 
on the peninsula, enhancing the 
area’s growing reputation as south-
east London’s very own  hub for 
technical innovation.

Meanwhile, small firms 
specialising in digital expertise are 
operating from Mitre Passage. The 
building, managed by the council, 
offers two top floors totalling 
21,000 sq ft, an unrivalled package 
of facilities, exhibition space and 
panoramic views over the Thames. 

The site offers firms the 
opportunity to collaborate with 
established like-minded businesses 
and with Ravensbourne. 

Royal borough leader Cllr Chris 
Roberts said: “The development of 
the peninsula has been a long time 
in gestation and has gone through 
periods where it has stalled, not least 
with the residential development. 
We look forward to that moving 
ahead in the not too distant future. 

“This hotel is a major opportunity 
to help with the regeneration of 
our borough and provide more jobs, 
which is crucial for us. It will add 
to the O2 arena and to the other 
attractions here in Greenwich.” SHEER LUXURY: above and right, computer generated images of the proposed area and living space
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LAUNCH EVENT: Greenwich Council leader Chris Roberts, centre, turns the first shovel of soil watched 

by Greenwich and Woolwich MP Nick Raynsford, third from left, and developers  
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THE start of work on a new five star hotel marks another era in the 
development of Greenwich Peninsula. The £121million edifice 
and a 23-storey tower of luxury apratments is set to change the 

skyline of the river frontage - and the prospects of thousands of 
people living, working and studying in the capital’s biggest up 
and coming urban centre. Dick Townsend-Smith reports...
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BRIGHT FUTURES : Ravensbourne students celebrate their graduation outside the college building 
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